3 | 2 3 e | 3 
<1 * * * a ' N x "= %” 4 * x £ * , 1 | * : A — 
; | 8 ; ; * 1 5 — : p | 
y 7 s 4 * oy x : 6 , 1 4 I | 
- _— Py . * ? 1 ; 
: . £ _ * ; 8 | : 
«5, he... ; 
4 : . 1 a 8 2 7 : a. p ” ; 
— \ ” 1 7 f : - x 


HousE of Commons + 1 
APRIL the 24th 1716; 


Againſt the BI LL for the R EP EAL of the 


"RIENNIAL ACT, 


And for | enlarging the Time of Continuance” of 15 8 
2 ARL 1A M E N T S. 


I 7 —. een Ely EE 4 


"The Second  EprriON. 


10 which 1s added, A 5 


LIST of the MEMBERS 


W ho Voted for and againſt the B l Ls 
5 CAREFULLY REVISED. 


= 


LONDON: 


4 nted by T. SHARPE, and Sold by T. PAYNE, 
che e eee eres 1722. oy I NN 


8 


C 


& y — . 
2 ROE þ — 
& 
7 fi 2 


U 


S KO 
= a 
4 %+ 
N Va —— 
>. — = -- 
EE —— 
* —ů—ä— 
— 


PUBLISHER 


10 THE 


N 


— EE Allowing Speck wid the 2 4th, 
SON fellas Py of April, in the Tear 1716. 
Of 25 Aainſt the Prolongation of the 
8 = Parliament, is nat pretended to be 
exattly as it Was Jþ ke; the entleman Who 
| heardit, having only\taken Notes of the moſt 
| material Parts thereof; and from theſe helps 
to his Memory, ſoon after reduced it into 
| Writing, in the Form it now appears, With 
Intent to Publiſh it, But ſeveral Specches 
upon the ſame Occaſion having been ſoon after 
Printed, this was thought the leſs neceſſary at 
that Time; but the Publiſher believes it may 
note be very acceptable to all Lovers of their 


Count, — things therein taten Notice of 
{ uiting» 
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TWP REFACE. 


: the preſent  Funtture of A fairs; and may 
© ſuggeſt to the Minds of the People, on the ap- 
proaching Choice of a new Parliament, ſeveral 


Particulars, which that Gentleman delivered, 
. with a ſort of prophetical Impulſe. —_ 


£ The | Publiſher is very mclinable 70 think, 
that if the Arguments of that Gentleman, 
and thoſe who concurrea with him had prevail. 


ed,the fatal South-Sea Scheme had never been 


eftabliſhed, and that if his "IT" in Rela- 


tion to the Payment of the Public Debts, 


had been attended to, the Nation had been 
in a happier Situation than it at preſent is. 


The Publiſher begs Pardon of the Gentle-. 


mam for publiſhing ſo much to Diſadvan- 
rage, what was delivered in a much better 


Manner; but, believes, tho he ſhould haue 
not exatty recollected his Words, he has not 
_ miſtaken his Meaning, nor omitted any Paſ- 

ſage material, to ſhew the Force of the Argu- 


ment on either ſide; and the Spirit of a truly 
honeſt Britiſh Patriot. „„ 


| Made in the 


Houſe of Commons, 


Y © Againſt the REPEALING the 
TRIENNIAL ACT. 
Mr. SPEAjK ER, 


wy Cannot content myſelf in the great Queſtion now; 
before you, to deliver my Opinion barely by 


had a much longer Time of Conſideration than I 


on the Debate of it, I ſhall endeavour to expreſs my Thoughts a- 
bout it with great plainneſs and Freedom. ko Aus is 

My preſent Opinion, Sir, according to the beſt Judgment I am 
able to form, is, That if we ſhould give our Conſent to the paſſing 
of the Bill before us into a Law, we ſhould be guilty of a moſt no- 
torious Breach of the Truſt repoſed in us, by thoſe who ſent us hi- 
ther, and ſhou'd make a very dangerous Step towards the Under: 


mining of that Conſtitution, which our Anceſtors have been ſo care- 


ful to preſerve, and thought no Expence, either of Blood or Trea- 

ure, too much for that purpoſe, and under which we do yer en- 

| joy thoſe Privileges and Advantages, which no other Nation in the 
A World can at this Day boaſt of, 4 ha 
ooo us 
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Voting in it; for I think it of that Importance to 
the Nation, to deſerve and need the moſt tho- 
rough Examination. I heartily wiſh it might have 


perceive Gentlemen are diſpos d to give it; but ſince we are enter d 


, n 


This is the Light in which the Bill yet appears to me; and there- . 
fore if 1 did believe what ſome Gentlemen do, That it would be 
. conduciye to ſeveral Good Ends, 8 that would not be ſufficient 
to gain my Conlent thereto; for I cannot think thoſe Ends, -how-, 
ever deſirable, equivalent to ſuch a Price, as that of giving up, or 
eyen of making a dangerous advance towards the giving up, en- 
tirely, the BRITISH ConsTiTUTION, Much leſs wou'd I give 
my Conſent to ſuch a Law, when I am of Opinion, That it 
wou'd be ſo far from contributing to the Ends pretended to be 
aimed at thereby, that it would have the direct contrary Effect: 
And if vve are not 100 b 
muſt not do evil, only to bring Miſchief upon ourſelves. © 
Theſe are my Reaſons againſt the Bil, That our Conſent to it 
wou' d be a Breach of Truſt, and a dangerous Breach upon our 
Counſtitution; and that, if it were not liable to this Objection, That 
yet it wou d ſerve to. purpoſes directly contrary to thoſe pretended 
to be aimꝭd at, by Gentlemen who are for the Bill; I ſhall endeavour 


to explain my ſelf in theſe Points. 5 *** 
_ Give me leave 5 7 to mention, what appears to me to 
have been the ancient Conſtitution of Parliament, and alſo how the 
{ame has been, and ſtands chang'd at this time, with relation to the 
Matter which is now the Subject of our Debate. I believe it will, 
nay, it muſt be agreed, 'That before the Reign of Henry VIII. 
there was no ſingle Inſtance of a Prorogation of Parliament: That 
Parliaments had only one Seſſions, and thoſe generally, very ſhort 
ones, none of which ever laſted a Year: That to prevent the Miſ- 


$4, 
> be 


chief of long Intervals of Parliament, It was Enacted in the Fourth 


Year of Edward III. That Parliaments ſhould be holden annually, 


and this was confirmed by {ſubſequent Acts of Parliament: And 


therefore I may venture to affirm, That by the Ancient Conſtitu- 
tion, Parliaments were to be holden frequently, and to be of the 
Continuance only of one Seſſions, and that there was no right or 
Power in the Crown'to Prorogue the ſame: I fay, this I can affirm 
on the fame Foundation, and with as ſtrong Reaſon, as I can af- 
firm, That the Eldeſt Son, after the Death of his Father, ſhall in- 
herit, as Heir at Law, the Lands in Fee - ſimple; or that the Young- 
eſt Son ſhall Inherit, where the Cuſtom of Borough-Engliſh prevails; 
or that all the Sons ſhall equally inherit the Lands of Gavel-kind; 
or, indeed, as I can affirm of any part of the Common-Law, or 
the particular Ufages of the Kingdom, for theſe are Support- 
ed only by conftant Practice, and Preſcription immemorial; 
and they neither need, nor can have a ſtronger Support than 
this; for ſurely of all Laws, thoſe muſt be allowed to carry with 
them the ſtrongeſt Evidence of Juſtice, which have been always 
ſubmitted to, without any Change or Alteration. 
The Application is obvious to the Point in Debate, I mean, as 
far as the Reign of Henry the Eighth: And if at that Time this 
was the Conſtitution of Parliament, it will not be eaſie to 2 50 


fo Evil that Good may come of it, ſurely we 


5 4350 
how the ſame has been ſince Legally chang d; but I ſhall ſpeak to 
this more fully, after I have an{wer'd an Objection * which has 
been made. It has been ſaid, That *tis no Proof that the 


« Crown had no Power to Prorogue Parliaments, and to continue 
e the fame Parliament for hag v 

“ Inſtances thereof, until the Reign of Hen. the Eighth”. If this 
Objection have any Weight, it will equally hold againſt any other 
part of the Common Law, which hath hitherto remained uncon- 


Seſſions, altho* there were no 


teſted: For may not the Younger Sons, in this way of Reaſoning, 


1ay, That altho' there be no Inſtance, that any of them have hither- 


to claimed to inherit, equally with the Eldeſt, the Lands in Fee- 


ſimple, that yet this is no Proof againſt their Right of making ſuch 


a Claim, and having it determin'd for them. And if ſuch a Caſe 
ſhou d be 1 into Weſtminſter-Hall, it is evident, that there is 
no Act of Parliament which ſettles the point, nor any preceding 


Reſolution, becauſe the Matter was never in queſtion before; and 
et ſurely no Gentleman will affirm, that the Judges would be at 


iberty to determine this as a new Caſe, whatever Equity they 


might conceive in the Pretenſions of the Younger Sons, but woud 


* 


be ſtrictly ty d to adjudge according to the conſtant and uninter- 


rupted * 2 And had the Lords and Commons, when the firſt 
ing was made upon them, inſiſted, That the 
Crown had no ſuch Power, and the Opinion of the Judges had 


Proro 


A ttempt o 


been required therein, it was impoſſible that they could have deter- 
mined otherwiſe, than according to the conſtant Uſage, or that 


they would have adjudged ſuch an Original Power in the Crown, 
which had never been exerted from the earlieſt mention which our 
. Records, or Hiſtory, make of Parliaments, to that very Day; or 
that they could have conceiv'd it poſſible, that the Crown could 

ai ſuch a Power, and yet never have aſſerted it in one ſingle 


have h 
Inſtance, in the Courſe of ſo many Hundred Years. 


If the Facts I have mention'd are, as they appear to me tobe, 
undeniably true, the Inference I thence make, is next to a Demon 


ſtration; and I may venture to add, That there 1s no part of our 


Laws built on a more ſolid Foundation, and ſupported with ſtrong- 
er Reaſons: Reaſons, which muſt eternally have the greateſt 
Weight, and make the deepeſt Impreſſion, on the Minds of a 
People, who have any Senſe of Liberty; and, Thanks be to God ! 
we are yet a Free Nation. For without the Frequency of Par- 


liaments, the Opportunity of Redreſſing thoſe Grievances, which 


| more or leſs have happened in all Reigns, from the Influence and 


Adminiſtration of Evil Counſellors, and Wicked Miniſters, who 
will always prefer their own private Intereſts and ſiniſter Views, 
to the Honour of their Prince, and Welfare of their Coun- 


try: And it is to the Dread which ſuch impious Monſters have al- 


ways had, I hope will ever have, of the juſt Vengeance of à Par- 
liament, that we hitherto owe the Preſervation of our Liberties; 
tor, had the Times of being called to an Account in 3 
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| 404!) 
been at any conſiderable Diſtance, the Attempts of bold and daring 
Men would have had no Curb; and indeed tis but one Step more, 
and that not difficult, from a Lons, to the entire diſuſe of Par- 
laments, and reſolving the Government into an abſolute Monar- 
chy; but I will urge this Point no farther, becauſe I bdlieve”twill 

be generally allowed; and that, whatever might be the private 
Opinion of any particular Perſon, no Briton will be yet ſo hardy 
as to declare himfelf againſt the Neceſſity of frequent Parliaments. 
I wiſhGentlemen would as generally concur, that the other Part 
which I have mentioned, and I think have made appear, to have 
been our Antient Conſtitution, were as abſolutely neceſſary to the 
Preſervation of our Liberties; I mean Parliaments of one Seſſions, 
not only frequent, but frequent NEW PARLIAMENTSs. The 

Thing indeed appears very evident to me; ſo Evident, that in my 

poor Opinion, our Liberties would not be more, nay not ſo pre- 
cCarious under an abſolute Monarchy, as witha Houſeof Commons 
who had right to fit either for many Years together, or without 
any Limiration of Time: For *tis certain, that a Prince, who had 
| ſtood only on the Bottom of his own abſolute Authority, aſſiſt- 
ed witha few Miniſters and ſome Troops, would ſtill think him- 

ſelf pretty much upon his good Behaviour towards the united Bo- 
dy of his People; and would (probably) be cautious of exerting 
his Power in ſuch a manner, as to give a juſt Provocation to 4 
general Revolt, and ſetting up another in his ſtead ; but a Prince, 
with a Parliament at his Devotion, would be infinitely more ter- 
rible, and, with much greater Security, might give a Looſe to 
every Extravagancy of Power; for when Repreſentatives of 
the People, who are choſen by them to be the Guardians of their 
Tiberties, can be prevailed on, for little Advantages to themſelves, 
to betray their Truſt, and come into all the Meaſures of a deſign- 
ing Miniſtry, tis then, indeed, that the Liberties of a People are 
in the moſt imminent Danger; and furely, there is great Reaſon 
to apprehend that a Houſe of Commons might ſoon becomeve- 
ry obſequious to a Miniſtry, if they were to fit for a long Period, 
or without Limitation, and that there were nonear Day in view, 


of a new Election, when the Conduct of Gentlemen in this Place 


would be enquired into in their reſpective Countries. 
I believe it will not be denied, That tis very poſſible for a Mi- 
niſtry, by Penſions and Imployments to ſome, and by the Expecta- 
tions rais'd in others, and by the Corruption of Electors, and re- 
turning Officers, to obtain a very great Majority, entirely and blind- 
ly at their Devotion, even at the very firſt Meeting of a Parli- 
àament, and that by a Committee of Elections and other proper 
Helps, their Party may daily encreaſe; and that ſuch a Parli- 
ament may be ſo far from protecting the Liberties of their Coun- 
try, or from being a Terror to evil Miniſters, as to become them- 
ſelves the Tools of Oppreſſion in the Hand of ſuch a Miniſtry, 
and by their Authority, to conſecrate the worſt of Actions, to — 


i + SIN _ 2 * 
„ 32 
—— J * 


12 | 
ſtem the Tide of Wickedneſs, and to ſtand up for the Liberties 
of his Country, to be its eſt Enemy ; and thoſe who are 
ready to give it up, to be the only true Friends of our Conftituti- 


on; and if this ſhou'd ever happen to be our Caſe, I beg Gentle- 
men to conſider, whether a greater Curſe could fall on any People, 
than to have ſuch a Parliament as THIS entail'd upon them. 
I remember very well, what an Outcry was raiſed againſt the 


laſt Parliament, on a Suſpicion only, that a Repeal of the Trieuni- 
al Ad was intended, and the Arguments againſt it without Doors, 
were then the very ſame with thoſe which are now urg d againſt 


it within: What an Inconſiſtency muſt it then appear, to ſee thoſe = 


very Gentlemen, who were then the moſt zealous Oppoſers of 


fach an Attempt, become now the moſt violent Advocates for it? 


And will it not alſo in ſome meaſure affect their Integrity, pub- 


lickly to own, that the Arguments they pretended to be then in- 
fluenced by, had not the leaſt Weight with them; and that the 


Thing in it {elf was very defireable, when there ſhould be a 


Miniſtry and Parliament in Being, and pernicious only in the then 
Situation of Affairs? It was not certainly from this Conſideration, 


that the late Miniſtry and Parliaments were diverted from the At- 


tempt; They, doubtleſs, had a very good Opinion of themſelves, 
and were confirmed therein by the Voice of a great Majority of 
| the People, and which, by a moſt ſtrange and unaccountable 


Witchcraft, ſtill continues in their Favour, if I may depend upon 


to 


mentioned, will be no ways prevented by the preſent Poſture of 


our Affairs; for tho we may have now a good Miniſtry and 


Parliament, their Continuance, notwithſtanding the intended Law, 
will {till depend on the Pleaſure of the Prince; for, I do not per- 


ceive that any Gentleman will move for a Clauſe to continue 


the Miniſtry for Lite; or that the Parliament ſhall not be 
diſſolved without their own Conſents; and if, by ill Advice to 
his Majeſty, a Change ſhould happen, may it not ſo fall out, 
that a fn Continuance of a new Miniſtry and Parliament, 


may be of infinite Prejudice to the Nation: Surely, there- 
fore, it will be Wiſdom, in the making of this, or any other 
Law, not to conſider ſome little preſent Conveniency, but the ge- 


neral and obvious Tendency of the ſame. I therefore think that 
I am yet warranted to fay, and ſhall fay it, till I am convinced 
that I have miſtaken the Matter, That frequent new Parliaments 
was the Antient Conſtitution; That untill the Reign of Henry the 


| Eighth, there was no ſtronger Evidence for any Part of the Com- 


mon Law, than there was for this Part of our Conſtitution; 


and that the ſame was built, and ſtands upon as ſolid a Foundation, 


as any Law ever did, or can do, being abſolutely neceſſary and ef- 
fential to the Liberties of a Free Pecple, It 


Care every honeſt Patriot, who has the Courage to attempt to 


what ſeveral who have argued for the Bill ſeem to have agreed 
[ muſt beg, Gentlemen, to conſider, that the Miſchief I have 
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u is true, Elan the Eighth in the 2ſt Year of his Reign; | 


the Parliament, which was the firſt Inſtance of this 


Find, and ſucceeding Princes have, more or leſs, continued the 


fame Practice; but I can no wiſe agree, to what ſome Gentlemen 
would thence infer, That the CRown.HAD ALways ARIGHT 


ro Do so; for J think I have made the contrary very evidently 
appear; and that untill the 21ſt Year of Henry the 127 no 


part of our Common Law was better eſtabliſh'd than this Anti- 
ent Engliſh Canſtitution of frequent new. Parliaments; but it is 


remarkable, that this-having been the firſt Inſtance of a Proroga- 
tion, it was thought convenient to ſtrengthen the further Conti- 


nuance of that Parliament by Adjournment alſo: If the Crown 
before the Time I have mentioned, had not the Power of con- 


x 


tinuing the fame Parliament by Prorogations ; it will not be ea- 
ſy to ſhew, how they have come 8 


| x y by it ſince: Sure I am, 
nat there is no Act of Parliament which veſts any ſuch Power 


*- 


in the Crown, and Preſcription immemorial is not ſo much as 


pretended to. The ſhort of the Matter ſeems to me then, no 


more than this; A very Arbitrary Prince, the better to ſerve the 
Ends he had then in View, boldly invades. the Liberties of his 
People, and uſurps a new Prerogative, unheard of before: That 


Parliament tamely ſubmits thereto, either out of Fear, or for ba- 


Ter Reaſons; perhaps, they were pleaſed with a longer Continu- 


ance, and the agreeable Proſpect of ſharing in the Advantages of 


| Laws, which they were afterwards to make, I mean, the Diflo- 


lution of Abbeys; and: altho' thereby the Foundation of our hap- 
Py Reformation was laid, yet that is entirely owng to another 


_ Cauſe, and in no wiſe to the pious Intentions, either of that Prince, 
or of that Parliament. This new Prerogative was at firft uſed 


with much Caution, and thereby the fatal Tendency thereof was 


not fo ſoon diſcovered; and when the Poſſeſſion of this Power he- 


came ſtrengthened in the Crown by a Continuance of Time, and 
the Acquieſcence of the Nation, it was much more difficult to 


get rid of the Innovation, than it was at firſt to have prevented 
the fame; and it has been, I preſume, thought more prudent, to 


continue our Acquieſcence, whilſt the Inconveniencies were in 


any Meaſure ſupportable, rather than to endeavour to retrieve this 


moſt valuable Part of our Ancient Conſtitution by Force of Arms; 
altho this Remedy hath been reſorted to frequently, and on much 


lighter Occaſions in my Opinion. 


But I cannot ſee, that from a Power fo aſſum'd, and fo conti- 


nued, it will follow, either that the Ancient Conſtitution was ſo, o 
that it ought to be ſo at this Day; and I muſt fay, that what- 


ſoever Arguments can be brought to ſupport that Doctrine, will 
equally juſtify the Exerciſe of any other Part of Arbitrary Power; 


for upon the ſtarting up of any new Prerogative, tis but faying, 


That the Crown had always a Right to it, altho' it was never 
claimed or exerciſed before; and there may be Parliaments com. 
Fr plaiſant 


tx) 


| olaiſant enough to acquieſce therein, which perhaps might be 


aſhamed, by a new expreſs Law, barefac'd and unmask d. to give 
up the Liberties of their Country; and I do not fee, but that 
this would be as good a Commencement for any new Preroga- 
tive, as the Power of proroguing at firſt had, Let Gentlemen 
conſider, what the Antient Laws of England were, in the Matter 
of Impriſonments, and what the Practice was for ſome time be- 
fore the Act of Habeas Corpus. 1 hope there is no Briton, fo aban- 
doned to the Notions of Slavery, as to affirm, that it ever was 
by the Laws of England, in the Power of the Prince to impriſon 


any of his Subjects during his Will and Pleaſure, and without any 


Reaſons aſſigned: They were to be impriſoned only, when le- 7 


I 


ame, or releas'd from their Impriſonment, in a reaſonabletime; 
and as to this, the Act of Habeas Corpus was not introductive of 


| gally charg d with Crimes, and were to be either tryd for the 


a new Law, but declarative only of the Old; this is fo eſſential 
to the Being of a free People, that it muſt be agreed, that our 


Law was always thus; T am fare, without it, our Conditition 


would differ little from the Slavery of Turkey for the Bow-ſtring 
| itſelf, a ſpeedy Death, is Mercy, when compar'd to a Lingring Con- 
| fnement, And yet tis certain, that before the Act of Habeas 
| Corpus, the Subjects of England were ſometimes thus Arbi= 
trarily and Illegally impriſoned, to gratify the Avarice, Ambition, 
| Malice, or Revenge of evil Counſellors and wicked Miniſters; and 
| the Advocates for Prerogative did as ſtrictly inſiſt on the Lega. 
| lity of this Power, as they did on any other, which was clain'd 
| by the Cfown. I cannot indeed tell how long this Power of Ar- 
{ bitrary impriſoning had been exercis d, but I'm apt to believe it 


may vye for Antiquity, with the Power of Proroguing Parli- 

aments, _ W OSTER | 8 | 
1 muſt alfo put Gentlemen in mind of the Prerogatives claim'd. 
and exercis'd by King James the Second, to diſpenſe with the 

Laws, to command our Biſhops and Clergy to read in their Church - 
es his illegal Proclamations, and to ſuſpend and impriſon them for 
diſobeying, with many others of the like kind, which are recited 
by the Claim of Rights; and tis certain, that had we not been 
reſcued by the Revolution, all theſe and many more, had been good 
Prerogatives at this Day, and might have been all of them ſup- 
ported with as good Arguments, as any can be uſed for the Pow- 


er of Proroguing in the Reign of Henry the Eighth; and fome of 


them with as good, nay, withthe very fame Arguments as are uſed 
tor the Legality of the Power at this very Time, I hope there- 
fore we ſhall be very cautious of admitting ſuch Arguments, as 
tend naturally to ſapport all Extravagancies of Power whatſoever, 
and to let in upon us an Inundation of Oppreſſions. 3 
In the late Reigns, and in particular by the long Penſionary Par- 
lament, in the Reign of Charles the Second, the Nation became 
very ſenſible of the miſchievous Conſequences, which had already 


happened 


3 11 

happened, and the more fatal which might ſtill reſult from the danz 

2 Breach which had been made in our ancient Conſtitution: 
t 


was now evident to the meaneſt Capacity, That a Deſigning 
Prince, who, with the Aſſiſtance of a Wicked Miniſtry, ſhould be 


able, after ſeveral Tryals, at laſt to procure a Parliament to his pur- 
| poſe, wou d have the Liberties of his People entirely in his Power, 
and might govern them at Pleaſure; from which State of Slavery 
it was as evident, that nothing leſs than a Revolution cou'd reſcue 
them; and if they fail'd in that Experiment, that then their Chains 
wou'd be rivetted for ever. Under this melancholly Proſpect of 
Affairs the Nation groan'd, and Complaints were heard in every 


Corner of our Streets; and even the very Penſioners in that Parlia - 


ment were not arrived to ſuch a pitch of Impiety, as to take plea - 
ſure in the Drudgery they had engag d in, but acted with Reluct- 
ancy and Remorſe, and as we have been very lately told in this 
Place, betrayed the Cauſe they had ſo wickedly eſpous d, and fre- 
quently gave notice to the Friends of England, of the Attempts 
which were to be made on the Liberties of their Country. This 
Penſionary Parliament was at laſt Diſſolv d, but on what Views, 
and by what Advice, I will not pretend to ſay. Certain it 1s, that 
that Prince never had it afterwards in his Power, in a Parliamentary 
way, to deſtroy the Liberties of the People. The Reſumption of 
_ Charters was then put in practice, with many other Expedients, 
towards the Eſtabliſhment of an Abſolute Monarchy, which had 
been long in view: But by the Death of that Prince, and the un- 
_ $kilful Conduct of his next Succeſſor, an End was. put to thoſe 
Deſigns for that time, the People having unanimouſly applied the 
only Remedy in ſuch Caſes, and this brought about the late happy 

Revolution, „„ . . | 
ls have been often ſurprized, when I reflected how wanting 
we were to ourſelves, upon that Turn, in not retrieving and ſecu- 
ring for ever, by the Claim of Rights, our Ancient Conſtitution 
ot frequent New Parliaments, which, in my poor Opinion, was 
much more Valuable than all that we claim'd beſides; but we ob- 
| tain'd this in Part, by the Act paſs'd in the 6th Year of the 
Reign of King William, and which the Bill before us is intended 
to repeal ; for by that Act, we are to have nem Parliaments, at 
leaſt once in three Years; and even this is ſuch a Security to the 
Britiſh Liberties, that all the Objections againſt Triennial Elections 
are but very Trifles, when compar'd with that: Therefore I am 
not a little furpriz'd, when I hear Gentlemen ſay, That the Tri. 
ennial Act is a new Conſtitution, and that the Repeal intended 
thereof, will be but reſtoring the King in Part to his Prerogative, 
and ſetting the Conſtitution a little nearer to what it ancicntly was; 
ſurely, there is nothing further from the Truth of the Fact: The 
Antient Conſtitution was at leaſt, Annual nem Parliaments, and 
this was broke in upon, and that Breach afterwards continued in 
the Manner which J have already ſet forth; and by this Act, Yn 
a 8 vo 
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have no new Privilege granted, but only reſtor d in part, to thoſe, 

Grant; Shall we give it up, to enlarge my the Prerogatives of 
the Crown? May we not, in the ſame way o 

the Ha beas Corpus Act, and all the other Privileges and Immu- 


from the Date of Magna Charta, to this very Day? This ſurely 
has not been the good Old way of Reaſoning in this Place, and 
Il preſume; it will meet with due Diſcouragement at this Time. 
5 * we ſhall, on this, and all other Occations, acquit our ſelves 
| like Britons, and not give up, in Complaiſance to any Miniſtry, the 


| thoſe we repreſent; and that we ſhall have the utmoſt Caution in 
making any Step, that may have the leaſt Tendency towards that 
Slavery, from which, at the Riſque of a Revolution, and an im- 


„ © our ſelves: I hope yet to live to ſee the Day, when our preſent 
it | Gracious Sovereign King George the Firſt, will have the Glory to 


which we always had a Right to. But were it in reality anew 
Reaſonning, give up 
nities, which have been obtain'd to the People from the Crown, 


| Smalleſt, much leſs, the Greateſt and moſt Valuable Privilege of 


= menſe Expence of Blood and Treaſure, we have fo lately reſcued 


y I compleat the entire Reſtoring of our Ancient Conſtitution, to 


oft which his Predeceſſor King Williqm the Third, hath made ſuch 


| a conſiderable Advance; and that inſtead of Triennial, we ſhall 


will be founded on a Rock, which the Machinations of the worſt 
| Miniſtries, will never be able to prevail againſt; and the Crown 
will be frequently and faithfully informed of the Sentiments of the 


dence, and good Correſpondence, ſo abſolutely ne cęſſary for the 
| Happineſs of both: To this I may add, that the Inconveniencies 
from Triennial Elections, will thereby be much more effectually 
| redre{s'd and cur d, than ever they will be, by paſſing the Bill be- 
| fore us, into a Law. Upon the whole therefore, I ſhall take leave 


| ennial new Parliaments, and a very juſt claim, for I know of no 
Law that has depriv'd us thereof, to Annual Elections. 


the paſling of this Law ; it is agreed on all Sides, that whatever 
the Ancient Conſtitution might be, yet we were choſen when 
the Law for Triennial Parliaments was, as it is ſtill, in Force; 
and, that we were, and cou'd be choſen only for the Term of 


therefore, to continue our ſelves for a longer Term, would be a 
manifeſt deceiving of thoſe who choſe us, who expected, and 
could not but expect, at the end of Three Years to have the Op- 
portunity of a new Choice, and to alter where they found them- 


Thouſands of others, who have a Right to offer their Service to 
tixir Country, and who, for the Honour of the Nation, I am 
8 wing 


have Annual new Parliaments. Then indeed the Britiſh Liberties 


| People, and be thereby enabled to preſerve with them that Confi- 


| to affirm, that we have at preſent an indiſputable Right to Tri- 


But I have ſomething to urge, as to the Breach of our Truſt in 


Three Years, if his Majeſty ſhould think fit to continue us ſo long; 


eyes miſtaken. It would alſo be a very great Injuſtice to many 
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willing to hope, are in all Reſpects equally qualified for the Set- 
vice, with us, who have at preſent the Honour to fill thoſe Seats, 
If this Bill were to enlarge only the Continuance of future 
Parliaments, I ſhould give my Negative to it for the Reaſons I 
have already mentioned, and yet in that Caſe, the Electors would 
have a fair Warning for what Time they were to chooſe, and thoſe 
Elected, would be truly and properly the Repreſentatives of the 
People; which I conceive cannot be faid with Truth, ofthe preſent 
Parliament, if they ſhould be continued beyond the 3 Years: This, 
to me, is an inſuperable Objection againſt this Part of the Bill; 
for if we may add four Vears to our preſent Term, may we not 
add Forty, may we not make our ſelves perpetual, or even ex- 
tinguiſh Parliaments themſelves? Nay, what is it which we may 


not do, or, after this Step, what is it which the People of Great 


Britain may not 3 that we will do? Can we do any 
Thing much worſe, than to ſubvert one of the Three Eſtates of 
the Realm, and to ſubſtitute a new one in the Place thereof, and 
inſtead of a Houle of Commons by the Choice of the People, 
as it always has been, and ever ought to be, to eſtabliſh a new 
kind of Houſe of Commons, and till now unheard of, by Act 
of Parliament? 2 . 5 
The great Partiality which all Parties in their Turns have ſhewn 
in the Determination of Elections, has been too long the genera 
' Complaint, and one of the greateſt Blemiſhes on the Juſtice and 
Conduct of the Houſe of Commons; and *tis certainly a crying 
Wickedneſs, and a moſt n Practice; therefore I am willing 
to hope, that we ſhall not, by giving our Conſent unto the Bil 
before us, out-do all that ever was done of this kind by former 
' Parliaments. They have choſen only 30 or 40 Members for ſome 
particular Places, which is a trifling Peccadillo to what is now 
attempted, I mean, the chooſing of 589 at once, for the whole 
Nation. 5 285 
It has been ſaid by ſome who have ſpoke in the Debate, © That 
« we are choſen with full Power to conſent to ſuch Laws 26 
we ſhall judge for the Benefit of the Nation; that there are no 
c Reſtrictions or Limitations in our Powers; and that therefore 
« we may pals ſuch new. Laws, or repeal ſuch old Ones, and the 
« Jyienniul Act, as well as any other, as we ſtall think expedient; 


Lal 
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Three Years, ſtill continue to be the Repreſentatives of the People 
by Vertue of their former Choice, without any new Election 
e for that Purpoſe. * This appears to me to be à plain Leggirg 
of the Queſtion, and a very fallacious way of Reaſoning. I com 
ſtitute a Perſon my Attorney with very large and general Powe! 
for the Term of Three Years, and, no doubt, what he ſhall do 
purſuant to thoſe Powers, during that Term, ſtall bind me, but 
what he ſhall afterwards do, is void; and it cannot be faid, that 
by the general Words of doing all Act and Acts in my Naw 

| | | | 3 that 


and that by a Repeal of the I iennial Act, we ſhall, after the 


W , 
that he is enabled to add Four Years-more to the Continuance of 0 
His Power. I know there are great Diſparities between ſuch | 
Powers, and thoſe given by the People to their Repreſentatives in 
Parliament ; but yet, I think, that to the Purpoſe I intend it, 

r? the Parallel will hold. I will readily agree, that the Powers given 


n 3 
1 


ts. by the People to their Repreſentatives are very large, but I can 0 
we by no means go the Length of ſome Gentlemen, to think them | 
SI Þ :\Glutely unlimited, or that ſuch ill Uſe may not be made of this | 
ald Power, as to amount to a Forfeiture thereof. | + | 
ole © Our Hiſtories are full of Inſtances, and we have a very late one, i 
he that Kings themſelves may be guilty of ſuch an Abuſe of their Pow= jt 
nt er, as to forfeit the ſame, and give the People a Right to a new { 
us, © Choire, and it will not, it cannot be ſaid, that the immediate Crea- f 
il; tures of the People, who have no Pretence to Power, but by [ 
not WW Delegation from them, are more abſolutely their Maſters, or more ö 
ex- | independant than the Crown it ſelf: Pray conſider, whether we | 
"ay can be guilty of a greater Provocation to thoſe we repreſent, than =. 
eat © to deprive them for any Time, of being repreſented by their own | 
any © Choice, and to change the Ancient third Eſtate of the Nation, 
of into a new invented, one, unknown to former Ages; and whe- 


and WW ther they will think a little Sophiſtry, and a few Fineſſes of Ar- 
ple, WW gument a ſufficient Reparation for an Injury of fo high a Na- 
TVT | „ . 
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Act But I have a much ſtronger Objection againſt this part of the 
Bill, and cannot help being yet of Opinion, That if it ould go 
i WW thro” all the Forms of an Act of Parliament, paſs both Houſes, 
er and have the Royal Aſſent, that it will ſtill remain a dead Letter, 1 
and and not obtain he Force of a Law; for I am warranted by one ND 
ying of our greateſt Lawyers, to affirm, © Thatan Act of Parliament ä 
lung WF © may be void in it ſelf, and if there are any Caſes out of the 1 
Bil Reach of the Legiſlature, this now before us muſt be admitted ö | 
mer to be one; for what can be more againſt common Senſe and 
ome Reaſon, than to be a Felo de ſe, to deſtroy that Conſtitution, or 
now any eſſential part thereof, upon which our Exiſtence in our poli- 


hoe tical Capacity depends. I am alſo ſupported in this by the Autho . 
rity of learned Divines; I ſhall mention but one, and ] ſpeak it 


That tor his Honour, the preſent Biſhop of Bangor, who has unanſwe- 

78 4 rably made it evident, © That all People have natural Rights, and 

re no that a Free People have legal ones, which they may juſtly main- 

_ „ tain, and which, no Legiſlative Authority whatſoever can de- 
dhe 


b e prive them of: And can a a Free People have a more valuable 
11ent; Right, than that of being fairly and frequently repreſented in Par- 


x the liament, by Perſons of their own chooſing ? Thisſurely is a Right 

cople as valuable as Liberty it ſelf, being abſolutely neceſſary to the Sub- 

10M f{iftance and Continuance thereof. a Fe 5 wn 
geg Por the Sake of thoſe Gentlemen who ſeem ſo very fond of 
con the unlimited Power of Parliaments, (and by vrhich only they 

owl can ſupport the Validity of ſuch a Law, as the Bill before us is 
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intended to introduce) I ſhall mention fome Caſes, to which 
they themſelves will agree, that this unlimited Power doth not, 
cannot extend. As for Inſtance, Suppoſe inſtead of the Bill be- 
fore us, we ſhould paſs a Law, as was done in the Reign of Ri- 
_ chard the Second, (the worſt Prince that ever fate upon the Eng- 
ih Throne) That the Power of both Houſes ſhould be veſted in 
Twelve Great Lords! or, as ſome have done inthe Reign of Hen. 
the Eighth (the firſt proroguer of Parliaments) That the King's 
Proclamation, with the Conſent of the Privy Council, ſhould have 
the Force of Law: Or, as in 1641, That the Parliament ſhould 
not be diſſolved or prorogued without their own Conſents; Such 
Laws as theſe, thro' Oppoſition and Violence, have been tor ſome 
time ſubmitted to, but ſurely no Gentleman will fay, That they 
ever were, or, ſhould they be now re- enacted, that they wou d 
be legally in Force; for if ſo, the Parliament of 1641 is till 
in Being, for I never heard that they gave their Conſents to their 
% FO ED „55 
J will ſuppoſe one Caſe more, which has never happened, and 
_ God forbid it ever ſhould! That an Act of Parliament ſhould paſs 
to veſt the whole Legiſlative Authority inthe ſingle Perſon of the 
Prince, to cloath him with an abſolute Dictatorial Power, to ex- 
/ tingviſh for the future both Houſes of Parliament, and all other 


Rights and Priviledges of the People; and to put all Things, here- 
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after entirely into the Power, and to be diſpoſed of at the Will and 
Pleaſure of the Prince. I am ſure no true Briton will ever fay, 
That ſuch an Act of Parliament as this, would have the leaſt Va- 
lidity or Force, or be any wiſe binding on the People: I am ſure 
it would not, but inftead thereof, would, in due Time, expoſe the 
Authors of it to the juſt Vengeance of an injured Nation; which 
I think is a full Proof of what I have affirmed, That the Powers 
given by the People to their Repreſentatives, are not abſolutely 
unlimited; nor the Power of the Parliament it {elf ſo Omnipo- 
tent, as ſome are willing to ſuppoſe them ; I therefore hope no 
one will endeavour to ſupport this Bill by ſuch Arguments, as will 
_ equally ſupport the Caſes I have mention'd, and lead us into 
the moſt dangerous and unwarranted Paths; and on this Occaſi- 
on, I ſhall take leave to put Gentlemen in Mind, That France, 
Denmark, and Sweden, were formerly Free Nations; and what 
theit preſent Situation is, and how they have been reduced there- 
to, is too well known, to need to be repeated. „ ” 

I have been often much ſurpris'd at the Boldneſs of the Roman 
Cilergy, in introducing the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation; how 
they could have hop'd to prevail with their good Subjects the La- 


ity, to believe fo monſtrous an Abſurdity, and did not rather dread 
that it would ſtagger their Obedience, and occaſion a general Re- 
volt. But our Hiſtories inform us, That this was done in an 
Age of the groſſeſt Ignorance, and of the greateſt Corruption of 
anners; A proper Seaſon for ſuch an Undertaking ! According- 
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Iy the Popiſh Cay aid hold thereof, well knowing, that if 
they ſucceeded in this, their Empire was ſecured, and implicite 
Faith without Reſerve, would be thereby for ever eſtabliſhed ; 
it being evident, That if this prodigious Camel was once ſwal- 
lowed down, it was impoſſible afterwards, that any Thing could 
| ſtick. I cannot ſuppoſe, nay, it were monſtrousto ſuppoſe, that our 
preſent vertuous and UNCcoRRUP T Miniſtry, can, by the Paſſing 
of this Bill, have any Deſign in view, parrallel to that of the Ra- 
_ miſh Clergy, to plain thereby the way to ſome other Laws, which 
may be thought neceſſary to the full Eſtabliſhment of their Power. 
No certainly: They are too well fatisfied of the Upright- 
neſs of their Conduct, to ſtand in need of any indirect Supports, 
| and too penetrating, to think they could obtain them in a Parli- 
| ament, where the Werker are 6 entirely independant of them, 
and who, in the preſent and former Parliaments, have approv'd 
| themſelves Champions for the Liberties of their Country: Be- 
* ſides, the preſent is jo far from being an Age of the groſleſt Tg- 
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d norance, that never was Learning at fo high a Pitch, nor Men | 
als * arrivd to fo noble a way of Free- thinking, that our Motto may 


| juſtly be, Nolumus jurare in verba Magiſtri; We ſcorn the muſty | 
x- © Sayings of Antiquity, and will in nothing be pinn'd down by 
ir WW the Dictates of the Learned of this, or of any other Age; there- 
fore *tis impoſſible to ſuppoſe any ſuch Deſign in the Bill before 
us, and yet, Tam very ſorry it hath been attempted, and hope it will 
never paſs, for the Reaſons I have already mentioned; and alſo 
leaſt it ſhould give too great a Handle to People without Doors, 
to entertain untoward j ealouſies and Surmiſes; who, may be apt 
to ſay, That thoſe who can compliment a Miniſtry with ſuch a 
Lam, can never afterwards refuſe them any Thing. „ 
I ſhall, on this Occaſion, put Gentlemen in Mind of the great 
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Debt, with which the Nation is incumbred; a Burthen, which is 1 
become almoſt inſupportable, and ready to cruſh us into Ruinz 1 


| and yet, to our great Misfortune, inſtead of diminiſhing, it is daily 
| encreaſing. I have long obſerv'd the fatal Methods, by which this 
| Miſchief was brought upon us: I was indeed in great Hopes, that 
the putting an eternal Stop to the further encreaſe of our Debt, 
and the ſettling the moſt proper Meaſures fo the leſſening there- 
of, in ſuch Proportions, as in a reaſonable Time might entirely 
diſcharge the ſame, would have been the very firſt Work of the 
preſent Parliament, as it was the moſt valuable for the Intereſt of 


man the Nation; but, I'm ſorry to ſee, it has hitherto given way to 
how ſo many other Conſiderations, which, how important ſoever they 
e La- 1 


may be thought, I will be bold to fay, when compar'd to this, 
are but like the Tything of Mint and Cummin, to the weightier 
al Re- Things of the Law. Surely ſomething muſt, and very ſoon too, 
be done in this Matter; for I am perſuaded, no Man can be ſo 
ion ot Wicked, as to entertain a Thought of declaring the Nation Bank- 
rding- | rupt, and paying off this Debt with a Spunge, to the utter Rur. 
C bo neat abs " — 
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of Thouſands of Families; and, as little can I ſuppoſe any Man 
fo ſtupid, as to ſleep ſecurely, whilſt the Libertiesof his Country, 
and thereby his own, and the Property of every ſingle Perſon in 
the Nation, is in the moſt precarious Situation; for, ſhould we, 
loaded as we are, be engaged in a new War with any powerful 
Enemy, muſt we not -4 ſubmit to all the unreaſonable Im- 
poſitions of ſuch an Enemy, or find ſome extraordinary Means 
to ſupport ſuch an expenſive War? Will it not therefore be our 
Wiſdom to put our Affairs as ſoon as poſſible, on ſuch a Foot, 
as to make the Second part of the Dilemma practicable, with- 
out reſorting to ſo black an Injuſtice as that J have hinted at, ei- 
ther of Spunging out all our paſt Debts, or at leaſt of borrowing 
the Funds for the Uſe of the Publick, during the Continuance 
of ſuch a War? This ſurely is a Subject of ſuch Importance, that 
Þ it will juſtify the Speaking of it, either Seaſonably or not; nay, I 
1 _ think it never ought to be out of our Minds, till ſomething very 
| effectual be done therein; but I mention it chiefly at this Time, 
to divert Gentlemen from paſſing the Bill before us, and conti- 
nuing the preſent Parliament, beyond the Term of Three Vears; 
left what ſhall be afterwards done in fo great and ſo good a Work 
by this Parliament, if continued, may be liable to Objection, from 
the Doubts which the Nation may have of the Legality of ſuch 
a Parliament; and for the fame Purpoſe, I ſhall obſerve, that we 
ſeem Pinion'd down, for a long Tract of Years, and indeed for 
ever, in the Methods we proceed in, toa Land Tax of Two Shil- 
lings in the Pound, and to the Malt, to ſupport ſuch a Fleet, and 
ſuch Guards and Gariſons, as in the profoundeſt Peace, I preſume 
will be always eſteemed neceſſary. The ancient Revenues of the 
Crown applicable to theſe Purpoſes, having long ſince been Mort- 
aged and fold away; and if our preſent unhappy Diviſions, ſhould 
— ſome Time require a greater Force, for the Quiet and Secu- 
rity of the Nation, even in Times of Peace; *tis eaſy to com- 
pute how much higher the aforeſaid Taxes will rife, 
Let Gentlemen ſeriouſly conſider, whether it will not greatly 
encreaſe the Uneaſineſs of the People, under ſuch heavy Burthens, 
if they think they are laid upon them by Repreſentatives whom 
they never choſe,, For my own Part, I dread the Conſequence 
of ſuch a Law as that which we are now about, and doubt it 
cannot be long ſupported in any other Manner, than thoſe extra- 
ordinary Laws were for ſome Time, which I have already men- 
tioned; and I am perſuaded, tis. far from the Deſign of any in this 
Houſe, that this Law, if it paſs, ſhould be ſupported in that way; 
and to make a Standing Army neceſſary only to ſupport a Stand. 
ing Parliament; for to me they ſeem to be Siſter Twins, which 
can only live, and muſt die together.. | 2 
I have now given my ſeveral Reaſons againſt this Bill, whicl 
appear to me ſo ſtrong, as would engage my Negative to it weile 
xt even in ſome Meaſure conducive to the Ends which are 4 
| | FIN 4 > tended) 
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tended; but much more when I am thorough|; convinc'd „that 


it is fo far from 3 thoſe Ends, that if ever it paſs into 
a Law, it will have a Tendency directly contrar x. 
It has been ſaid, That three Years is too ſhort a Time to effect 


any thing of great Moment for the Service and Benefit of the 
ce Nation; That the firſt Seſſions is generally ſpent and waſted 
« away in the Determination of Elections; in Second ſome- 
« thing is done; but that the laſt Seſſions is uſually as much loſt 
« as the firſt, Gentlemens Minds running ſo much on the enſu- 
« ing Election, as to think of nothing elſe; and the Fear alſo of 
di 
becomes a very great Byaſs on their Conduct in Parliament, to 
« the Prejudice of the publick Service; ſo that in this ſhort Term 
e of three Years, there is litttle more than the Work of one 


obliging their Electors, on ſo near a View of a new Choice, 


« Year done. e 


I am not a little ſurprized, that ſuch Aſſertions as theſe, ſhou'd 


be made uſe of, as Arguments againſt Triennial Parliaments; be- 
cauſe it ſeems to me to be prozeſtatio contra factum, as was ſaid 


by a very great Man, of Dr. Sacheverell's Speech. It is evident, 
5 hat the Buſineſs of the Publick was carried on for ſome hun- 
| dreds of Years bv Annual Parliaments only, and our Hiſtories for 


that Time do not acquaint us with any Complaints made of the 


ſhortnefs of their Duration: And is it not moſt notorious, that 
there never were ſuch great Things done by any Parliaments, as 
by thoſe which have been holden ſince the Triemmial Act? Was 


ever a War ſo long, and ſo ſucceſsfully carried on before, and in 


which this Nation bore ſo great a Proportion of Expence? Were 
ever Sums ſo amazingly Great, given by any Parliament, or Par- 
laments before, in the like compaſs of Time, as has been done 


by theſe Triennal Parliaments? I affirm, there has been more given 
bythem for the Supply of a ſingle Year, than was given in the 


whole Reign of any of the Predeceſſors of the late King William 


the Third, and that the Expence of the publick Service ſince the 


Revolution, has amounted to more, than it did from the firſt Foun- 


dation of the Engliſh Monarchy, down to that Time; and I will 
venture the Word, that they were ſuch Supplies, as could have been 
raiſed only by Parliaments of a ſhort Continuance; for *tis not 
ſuppoſable, that the Nation would have remained Quiet under ſuch 


heavy Taxes, had the fame been impoſed by a Lo N 6 Penſionary Par- 


liament, ſuch as that of King Charles the Second; but, when 


they were convinced of the abſolute Neceſſity of ſuch Supplies, 


from the concurring Sentiments of frequent new Parliaments, 
they were by this, and, by this Method only, could have been 


diſpoſed to the chearful Payment of the fame; when this is ſeri- 


ouily conſidered, I am perſuaded, that no Gentleman will ſay, That 
1riennial. Parliaments are incapable of doing great Things, when 


it is true beyond the poſſibility of Contradiction, that they have 


actually done much greater Things, than were ever done by Par- 
1 3 laments 
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_ liaments before: Let us but compare what was doneby the long 
Penſionary Parliament of K. Charles the Second, and what has 
been done in a like Number of Years by Triennial Parliaments, 
and then the Preference will be eaſily determined: And ſurely Ar- 
guments from Matters of Fact and long Experience, ought to be 


of much greater Weight than thoſe, which depend only on con- 
Jjectural and ill grounded Surmiſes, and a fanciful Way of Rea- 


1 Qwill agree, that much Time is ſpent, not only in the firſt, but 


in the Second Vear, in the Determination of Elections; but if theſe 


were all without diſtinction, left to the Committee appointed for 


that, it wou d not make ſo great a part of the Buſineſs of the 


Houſe, as it has of late Vears done: And it the Right of Election, 


for the ſeveral Cities and Boroughs were unalterably fix d, and not 


chang'd from time to time, with reſpect to the Petitioners and ſit- 
ting Members, the Work, even of the Committee, would be 
55 greatly leſſened: And I muſt ſay, That whenever Gentlemen are 


earneſt, diſpos d to cure this Evil, it may be done tothe Honour 


and Reputation ot future Parliaments, and to the ſaving nine Parts 
in ten, of that Time, which has of late Years been conſumed in 
the Buſineſs of Elections; and therefore ſurely this Inconveniency 


can be no Objection againſt Triemmial Parliaments, which is not 


owing to that, but to very different Cauſes; and which cannot 

E y be cured by the Repeal of the Triennial Act; but may 

be done, if not entirely, yet, in a great Meaſure by proper Provi- 
ſions for that Purpoſe. %% rG pd owe] 


As to the Inconveniencies ſuggeſted to the Third Seſſions ot 
Parliament, from the near Approach of a new Choice; It will be 


much the fame againſt the Second Seſſions, in which ſomething of 
Buſineſs is admitted to be done: for, I ſee but little difference be- 
tween the Influence, which the Proſpect of a new Choice will 


have, at the end of One, or at the End of Two Years. The Ob- 


jection therefore, as to this Purpoſe, is altogether trifling; but I 
will agree, that it has its Weight, if it be urged for the long Con- 


tinuance; and greater ſtill, if it be urg'd for the Perpetuating the 


preſent Parliament; for, then indeed, Gentlemen would be freed 
from all Anxiety, about a future Election, and wou'd be under no 
Reſtraints, nor have any Byaſs on their Minds, from the Sentiments 
of thoſe who choſe them ; but ſurely it ought not to be thus, nor 


is this a Compliment fit to be made to the Electors of Great Bri- 


rain, but is far from being a ſuitable Return for the Honour they 


have done us; and 'tis monſtrous td ſuppoſe, that we ſhould ren- 


der our ſelves diſagreeable to the People, by a faithful Diſchargeof 
our Duty; and doing that which is beſt for the Intereſt of the 

Nation. | . L = 
_ Surely we our ſelves in the firſt Part of this our firſt Seſſions, 
notwithſtanding all the Time ſpent in the Determination of E- 
lections, have been able to find time to give all the neceſſary pe 
ns plies 
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plies for the Service of the Nation; but perhaps we have made 
jome Diſcoveries in this Age unknown to former ories, we 
have a Glimpſe of ſome Light undeſcribed before, yet, 


it will ſtill be true, that this Light has ſprung up but very lately 


among us. And altho' this Conſideration cannot weaken the real 
Strength of the Argument, yet it lays it under the Imputation of 
Novelty, and will be a full NN of the Integrity, if 
not of the Sagacity, of thoſe who ſhall perſevere in their 
Oppoſition to the Bill, OK ; 


As to the Failure in the Triennial Act of anſwering the Ex- 


ations of the Nation, it has been only aſſerted in general Terms, 


and I cannot eaſily gueſs at what is particularly meant; for it has 
certainly mfvered all the Ends which from the Preamble of the 
Act we can apprehend to have been expected by the Makers theres 
of, or which indeed, in the Nature of the Thing, cou'd have 


been expected from it; for, ſurely, the Grievance, which had 


been felt, of a very long Parliament is thereby redreſs'd, and tha 


Conſtitution of frequent new Parliaments, in Part, retrieved, and 
brought nearer to what it anciently and originally was. 


the Triennial Act, it is impoſſible it can be owing to that Law, or 


Life; or that ſuch Electors, who will {ell their Voices, have not 
chooſe their Repreſentatives for ; therefore this Objection againſt the 


ther be intended, than I believe any Briton has yet the Courage to ſpeak 


out, I mean, unleſs it be intended, before the Expiration of the Seven 
Years, to add a further Term by another Act, and ſo on: Then 
indeed there is an effectual ſtop put to all future Bribery and 
Corruption in Elections, and the laſt Election which the People 


had, was to be the laſt they were ever to have. 


This brings to my Mind a very ſcandalous Pamphlet, whichz | 
came out a little before the Election of the preſent Parliament, 1 


think the Title of it is Engliſh Advice tothe Freeholders of ENGLAND: 


This Author takes great Pains to divert the People of England 


from chooſing a certain Party of Men whom he unjuſtly paints in 
very black Colours; and amongſt, others, there is an Expreſſion 


to this Effect. Don't give _ Vote for one of theſe People. 


vhate ver 
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As to the encreaſe of ee and Corruption in Elections, ſince 


that it would be any wiſe diminiſhed by a Repeal thereof; and 

in Fact the Encreaſe of Bribery and Corruption in Elections ma 
have happened ſince that Law, and yet be no wiſe a Conſequence 

| thereof; tis contrary to Common Senſe to imagine, that thoſe 

who would purchaſe their Seats in Parliament, would give more 

for a Triennial, than for a Septennial one, or for a Continuance during 


Arithmetick enough to proportion their Prices to the Times they 


Triennial Act is re Ned friyolous, unleſs ſomething much fur- 
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Families. And *tis as evident, that by the long Continuance 0 


« whatever they may offer you, ford epend upon it, if thereſhou's I th: 
«© be a Majority of them in Patliament, it is the laſt Vote you Ac 
« will ever have the Opportunity to give. I am perſuaded, tis Ge 
far from the Intentions of any Gentleman here, to contribute to Co 
the Credit and Reputation of that Author, by giving even a Co- Pri 
lour of probability to the Truth of any of his Predictions; and bec 
this I hope will alſo have ſome Weight to prevent a Repeal of the Bri 
_ Triennial Act; ſince that will have the Air of the firſt bold ſtep tun 
towards the fulfilling of this wicked Prophecy; and the making the 
uſe of the Argument I have been endeavouring to explode, will . 
not a little heighten the Suſpicion; it being evidently of no Force Vea 
in any other View, but that of carrying the Matter to the Length, cip⸗ 
which this Author has foretold, But ſurely, Gentlemen need not per. 
thus hunt about either for the Cauſe or the Cure of Bribery and Off 
Corruption in Elections. 5 ee ab 
5 5 | | 3 othe 
On the late happy Revolution, by which our Religion and Li- lect: 
| berties were preſerved, we were unavoid ably en gaged into a very Wwhi 
expenſive War; and had it been carry d on by Supplies within the We 
Year, as it is evident, it might have been, our War and our Taxes IM ita: 
would have ended together; and we ſhould have been then as we 
able, when juſtly provoked thereto, to begin a ſecond War, as jeſty 
we were to undertake a Firſt, But unhappily for England, this been 
Method was not purſued; but inſtead thereof, the Nation was the t 
by piece-meal expoſed to Sale; and execradle ſurely will their T 
Names be to lateſt Poſterity, who at firſt began, or have been have 
ſince, the chiet Supporters of this accurſed Practice, by which, WM and. 
one third Part at leaſt of the great Sums given, have been loſt to MW th 
the Service of the Nation, which now. remains loaded with a WW 7 
Debt of fifty Millions; beſides, at leaſt the Sum of ſeventy Millions, and t 
which has been actually raisd and paid. From hence it followed, MO a 
that by the great Burthens on our Trade, a-new Spring of Com- their 
merce more ſecure and beneficial having ariſen, I mean, the Pub- and 
lick Funds, almoſt the whole — ods of our wealthy En- Num 
liſh Merchants, who were formerly the Glory of our own, and I in the 
the Envy of other Nations, have throww all their Money into this mily 
new Channel, and have left the ancient Trade, from which Onh, had; 
the Wealth of the Nation can ariſe, to be carried on by Men of who 
ſmall Fortunes, who, Trading only upon Credit, are little more ¶ Occaf 
than Factors for the Manufactures of England, who by this un- them 
natural Tranſmigration, are now become the Merchants of the % 11 
ah, ppt and under theſe Diſadvantages a great Part of our ien: 
Trade, which was formerly carried on with Vigour, by our own, I Toune 
is now fallen into the Hands of Foreign wealthy Merchants, and, N and ©: 
I am afraid, irreparably loſt to us; the inevitable Conſequence of of thi 
which hath been, Ruin to Thouſands and Thouſands of L = 5 
OP th 
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the Land and Malt Taxes, and the high Prices of all things by the 
Addition of new Exciſes, the greater part of the midling 
Gentry of the Kingdom, are half undone; and even our telt 
Commoners, and the Nobility themſelves have very ſenſibly felt theſe 
preſſures upon the Publick; and, if the Diſtreſs more or leſs, has 
become almoſt Univerſal, no Wonder if it has plained the Way to 
Bribery and Corruption, and diſpos d thoſe who had the Oppor- 
tunities of doing it, to partake of the general Plunder, and to repair 
their own, at the Expence of the publick Loſſes, 7 

The Funds, as I am informed, produce above Three Millions 
yearly, towards the Intereſt, and ſinking of ſome part of the Prin- 
cipal of our Debt: This great Additional Revenue, tho? the Pro- 
perty of private Perſons, is entirely under the Management of the 
Officers of the Crown, and thereby a Dependance vaſtly greater, 
on a Miniſtry, has been created, than ever was before, or could 
otherwiſe have been; and what Influence this has had on our E- 
lections throughout the whole Kingdom, the Acts of Parliament 
which have been made to prevent the fame, ſufficiently proclaim; 


We have now an Army of Civil Officers, as dangerous as any Mi- 


litary Force, entirely at the Devotion of a Miniſtry; and altho? 
we may run no Riſque from this, in the Hands where his Ma- 


jeſty has now pla d the Adminiſtration, yet, we have formerly 


been, and may again be in Peril, from this adventitious Power, of 

the total Loſs of our Conſtitution. © „ ng 
The ſhort of the Caſe ſeems to me to be, That ſome Miniſters 

have by their Conduct, gone a great way to Beggar the Nation; 


and others have corrupted thoſe who have been ſo undone: And 


in this unhappy Situation of Men and Things, the publick Mo- 


ney has been employ d to corrupt Electors, and returning Officers, 


and thereby have fill d ſome late Parliaments with the Creatures 
of a Miniſtry, and many have likewiſe expended vaſt Sums ot 
their own, when they {aw it neceſſary to get or ſecure a Place; 
and by this means, theſe Parliaments have filled with great 
Numbers of Mercenary Troops, whoſe Names were ſcarce known 
in the Countries where they were choſen, and without any Fa- 
mily Intereſts of their own, or the Aſſiſtance of thoſe wha 
had; and if there has been any Bribery on the Parts of thoſe 
who have oppoſed ſuch Men, as perhaps there may, it has been 
occaſioned by the vile Arts which have been put in Practice againſt 


them: So I think I may truly affirm, That 82 and Corrup- 


tion in Elections, have not followed, as any Conſequence of the 
Tiennial Act, but from Cauſes widely different; and that the 
Foundation thereof was at firſt laid, and has been ſince improved 
and carry'd on by wicked and deſigning Miniſters. As to the Cure 
of this Evil, I am afraid, it cannot be thoroughly effected, whilſt 
the Nation labours under the preſent heavy Load of Debt; and 
for this and many other Reaſons, it does not a little concern us, 

i» ww 
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to make all the Progreſs we poſſibly can, in ſo great and ſo go 
a Work, as is the Dilcherge thereof. | 4 | $000 
As to the Heats and Animoſities, which are likewiſe charged to 
the Account of the Triennial Act, and the Burthen and Grievance 
of frequent Expenſive Elections, I ſhall readily agree, That the 
Frequency of Elections is directly intended and deſign'd by the 
Triennial Act, to prevent the miſchievous Conſequences of long 
Continud Parliaments: But ſurely no one will fay, That this 


| ſimply and abſtractedly, is a Burthen or Grievance; and as to the 


great Expence in Elections, and the violent Heats and Animoſities 


about them, they are not in the leaſt owing to the Triennial Ad, 


as I have already ſhewn: And I preſume no Gentleman wou'd de. 
ire toextinguiſh the Ancient Engliſh Hoſpitality, for which the 
Nation has been ſo long fam d; nor can any Man imagine it 
more poſſible to cure all Heats and Animoſities in Elections, than 

to prevent Contentions about them, which the laudable Ambition 
of ſerving the Nation hath formerly kept up, and I hope it will do 
| 1o again, without the help of any other Motives; but beſides, 
am perſuaded, that Contentions ariſing from ſq worthy a Princi- 
ple, and the Old Ergliſh Hoſpitality, will do no harm. It i 
ſtrange, that any One Gentiemen can fancy, that the paſſing tie 
Bill before us into a Law, wou'd cool our Heats, and ſettle us allin 
Tranquility; it ſeems to me to be calculated for the direct contrary 


Purpoſes; to blow up the Flame, and to fill up the Meaſure of the | 


Nation's Diſcontents; for *tis impoſſible to conceive, that the E- 
| JeQors of Great-Britain, of whatever Party or Denomination they 
may be, will not be highly incens d by ſuch a Law as this; and 
if they ſhonld univerſally turn their Reſentments againſt thoſe, who 
without their Choice, have made themſelves the Repreſentative 
of the People: I leave Gentlemen to judge, whether this wou'd 
not bean Animoſity of a much more dangerous Conſequence, that 
that which we are pretending to extinguiſh by this Bill. 

It is alſo urg d, That theſe frequent Elections uy a great Encou. 
ragement to the Idleneſs and Debauchery of the meaneſt and loweſ 
of the People; Opportunities only to gratifie the Drunkenneſs and 
Lewdneſs of the Mob. I am ſorry that there are any Exceſſes 


to give Foundation for this Complaint; but ſurely the Evil pro- | 


ceeds from the ſame Cauſe, and muſt be curd in the fame way 

with thoſe others, which J have already taken Notice of, to hare 
been objected to the Triemnial Act. And I mention this now, 
only to obſerve, what pretiy Epithets are given to the Electors of 
Great Britain. It was with Concern, that T heard them late 
treated in this Manner in another Place, but could never have be- 
lieved it poſſible to have heard any thing like it hinted within 
theſe Walls. How low and mean ſoever they may be, they are 
ſtill the People of Great Britain, and we are one of the Three E- 
ſtates of the Realm, by a Power derived and delegated from them 
And are we then, only the Repre/entatives of a lewd, drunben, 
5 | i debaluch 
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debauchd Mob? To paint out the Commons of Great Britain, in 
ſuch contemptible Colours, is ſurely doing great Diſhonour to 
our ſelves, and is equally ungrateful and unjuſt to them. I think 
we repreſent all the Commons of Great Britain, and ſurely amongſt 
them, there are many Thouſands every way as well quallified to 
fill theſe Seats, as we who have now the Honour to do it: And 
even, as to thoſe of an inferiour Rank, it muſt be own'd, that 

they are a Brave and a Gallant People; and when we compare 

them with thoſe of other Countries, we have Reaſon to be in 

Raptures with our own happy Conſtitution, which has made ſuch 
a Difference between them and other Men. They are bred up 

from their Cradles with deep Impreſſions of Liberty, and have 
their Properties fenc'd in, and ſecured by Law; and by their Re- 
preſentatives in Parliament, they have the Honour to ſhare, even 
in the Legiſlative Authority; and tis this gives our People the Spi- 
rit and Reſolution of the ancient Romans, by which our Nation 

has obtain'd and preſerv'd its great Character in the World. 

It is thus we ought to deſcribe the People of Great Britain, and 

we ſhall then only do them the Juſtice they deferve: But if on 
the contrary, we ſhow an Inclination to depreciate their Value, 
and ſeem to be aſhamed of thoſe we repreſent, will it not, eſpe- 

| cially if we pals the Bill now before us, give the ſtrongeſt Jea- 

_ louſy, that we intend to repreſent them no more, but to ſet up 
for the future, a third Eſtate entirely independant of them, Add f 
this Jealouſy will be ſtill encreaſed, by what has been with too 
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great Freedom diſcours d of without Doors, That People muſt be 

governed by their Fears, and ſurely, ſo they muſt, if this Bill paſs, 

for I think it will be ſcarce poſſible afterwards to govern them by _ "2 
Love. Unhappy Britain! To haye brought forth Children ſo un- | 2 
natural, as to treat Thee thus: For whatever may have been put N | 
in Practiſe in former Times, the Doctrine of Slavery was never — 
ſo openly avowed before: What, Govern a Free People by their k 
Fears! Monſtrous Expreſſion! and certainly a form'd Deſign cor- Hh 
reſponding thereto, is an Act of Treachery, as foul and black, as j] 
a Briton can be guilty of: A high Crimeand Miſdemeauour it cer- 


celles, i tainly is, I will not call it High Treaſon, becauſe I know no Law 
pro- of the Land, which has yet declared it ſo, on 
> Waſ The Argument which I ſhall next take Notice of, is that which 
o have ſeems to me to be mentioned as the chief Inducement in the Pre- 
now, amble of the Bill, and which has been chiefly inſiſted upon by 5 i 
ors Of the Gentlemen who have ſpoken for it; © Becauſe of the Dan- jb 
lately i ger from the general Diſcontents, and great Diſaffection of the . 
we be⸗ © People, which ſome Gentlemen are apprehenſive, were a Par- } 
thin © © liament now to be called, would produce a Majority of very 
ey 1 different Sentiments from thoſe who now compoſe it: Others, 
ree E- 


e who think better of the Inclinations of the People, believe, that 


them * this wicked Work could not be accompliſhed without the Help 


unlen, of Foreign Money to Bribe and Corrupt the Electors of Great 1 
„ te « Britain, 


au 


*. 


5 

4 Britain; but upon the whole, are of Opinion, that the thing 
would be effected; and that inſtead of the preſent Excellent 

' « Houſe of Commons, ſo devoted to the true Intereſt of their 
« Country, and to the Support of his Majeſty, and the Proteſtant 

80 8 we ſhould greatly riſque the having ſuch a Parli- 
te ament as would be ready to call in the P retender, and to deliver 
up their Country to Popery and Arbitrary Power; and there - 
4 fore thoſe Who are agaiuſt the Bill, are charg d with contribu- 
ting to his Deſign, altho they are charitably believed no wiſe 
to intend the Thing. And this I think is the full Import of 
what has been ſaid by Gentlemen on this Head of Argument. 

4s to the Danger which ſome Gentlemen imagine of an ill 
Parliament, were it now to be choſen, from the help of French 
Money, it is in my Opinion, a Reproach to the preſent Miniſtry, 

to fancy that they wou'd be out-done, or out-witted by France in 

this, or in any other way; and 1 think that the ſhunning of ſuch 

an Attempt, is the only Caſe, in which a Miniſtry might un- 
blameably apply the publick Money in the Buſineſs of Elections; 

I wiſhit never had been, or may & done on any other Occaſi- 
on. But why do Gentlemen believe, that the Regent of France 
will meddle in our Elections? Surely not long ſince he had a 
much better Opportunity to have diſtre{s'd us, had he been ſo diſ- 

d. On other Occaſions we hear, I mean without Doors, of 
the good Underſtanding between his Majeſty, and that Prince 
and that the Pretender will very ſoon be oblig'd to travel beyond 
the Alps; and this certainly is highly probable, if the Regent have 

any Expedations of being milf one Day King of France, 1 

hall ay no more of this, and believe thoſe, who made the Ob- 

jection, ſcarce expected that any one would have taken jo much 
gaotice af ir. „ „ 
As to the Danger of an ill Parliament, from the great Diſaffe- 
ction of the People; This, I confeſs, is a moſt extraordinary and 
ſurprizing Argument, and ſuch as I never thought I ſhou'd have 
heard in this Place; for it is an open Declaration and Acknowledg- 
ment, that the People of Great Britain, are not truly Repreſented 

at this time; That the preſent Houſe of Commons are the ay 

ters of the Liberties and true Intereſt of the People, which the 
People themſelves are endeavouring to deſtroy, and wou d effectu- 
ally do ſo by a new Choice; and therefore they are to be treated 
like indiſcreet Children, and not to have their frowardneſs hu- 

mour d at the Price of their undoing. This indeed is telling the 
Pcople of Great Britain, in the plaineſt Terms, that as they are not 
at preſent truly Repreſented by thoſe whom they did chooſe, 1a 

for the future, they ſhall be Repreſented without any Choice at all. 
It this be the way to Ingratiate with the People, what is it which 
can give them a Diſguſt ? No, certainly this muſt make it abſo- 
Jutely neceſſary to govern them by their Fears, and to rake ſuch 
| Meaſures as are proper for that Purpoſe; a Deſign ſo bl ck, that 
FO: Po rr I cannot 
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a 1 3 
1 cannot ſuppoſe it has yet entered into the Heart of any Bri: 
ron. 0 | | I | | 


It is amazing to hear this very Suggeſtion, in my Opinion far 


diſtant from the Truth; not only on the Preſent; but on other Occa- 


fions, ſo frequently made uſe of as an Argument; for were it real- 


ly true, can it be any Service to the Publick to be making daily 
and hourly Proclamation thereof? For can this be a proper and a 


likely Means to ſtrengthen the Hands of his Majeſty, and his 


fairhful Subjects, or to weaken thoſe of the Pretender, and his 


foreign and domeſtick Friends, to publiſh to all the World (for 


what is ſaid in this Place, can be a Secret no where) that the Diſ- 
affections to his Majeſty is very General, and the Party of the 
Pretender ſo conſiderable in the Nation, as to riſque another Re- 
bellion in his Favour, if they had the Opportunity of aſſembling. 


together in Numbers on a new Election, or any other Opportu- 
nity equally 3 to their Purpoſe; and if this did not hap- 
ill t 


pen, that ſtil] there wou'd be Danger, that the Majority on a New 
Election, wou'd be in the Intereſt of the Pretender; and that this 
wou'd not be leſs, perhaps might be more fatal, even than Re- 


bel.ion. A Bill founded on fuch Surmiſes as theſe, and Supported 


with ſuch Arguments, is highly dangerous, and if it paſſes into 


hes} 


a Law, its Title oughtto be, An Ad for the moſt eſfectual En- 
couragement of the Pretender and his Allies, to invade this King 


dom; in my Conſcience, I believe it fo, and that ſo it willbe found, 
if this Bill ſhould'paſs into an a Law. + 


I I believe it will be admitted, that from the firſt Efabliſhmerit 


of the Succeſſion, until it happily took Place, a vaſt Majority of 


People expreſs'd the greateſt Zeal for it, and Satisfaction in it; 


That from the Death of the Queen, to the arrival of his Majeſty, 
the Nation was never known to be'in a greater Calm. That the 
Parliament then in being unanimouſly ſettled the Civil Liſt for 


the ſupport of the Dignity of the Crown, and compleated what 
was wanting for the Supplies of that Year ; and whatever Faults 


they might have been guilty of before, there was nothing now 


wanting in the expreſſing of their Duty; and it has been ſurmis'd. 


that fome Perſons whoſe Zeal for his Majeſty cannot be ſuſpected, 


were not a little apprehenſive, that that Parliament, and the Par- 


ty of which their Majority was compos'd, wou'd, to make a- 
mends for their paſt Conduct, go too great lengths in their Com- 
plaiſance to the Crown ; and that for this very Reafon, it was 
dangerous for the Nation, that his Majeſty ſhou'd ever meet them; 
but whatever the Reaſons were, certain it is, that his Majeſty ſaw 
them not. The Joy on his Majeſty's Arrival was as Great and 


Univerſal, as was ever known in Britain; and from hence I think. 


I may fairly conclude, that if there be ſuch a Diſaffection as is ſug- 
veſted, ſince it was not before, it muſt have happened ſince his 
Majeſty's Arrival; and if this can be imapined poflible, it muſt be 


men agreed, that ſuch a genera} Diſafſection is an Effect too con- 
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hended to be fo, in their Condu 
themſelves have too much Modeſty, not to agree, that tis muc 
more reaſonable to ſuppoſe a Diſaffection to them, than to the Per- 


05 en . 
ſiderable to be produc d without any, or by a very flight Cauſej 
his Majeſty ſurely can be no wiſe the Cauſe of ſo ſurprizing a 
Change, as is ſurmis d, in the Inclinations of his People; there- 
fore if there be ſuch a Diſaffection, it can be only to the Mini. 
ſters, and produc d from 3 really ill, or which is appre- 


. I am perſwaded that th 


ſon of the King; and I doubt not but this Houſe, will always di- 


ftinguiſh, as they have hitherto done, between the Sovereign and 
the Miniſters of State. - 1 


But in Juſtice to the preſent Miniſtry, we muſt conclude, that 


the Diſaffection to them is occaſioned only by imaginary, and not 
by any real Evils done by them; and we have great Reaſon to hope, 


that by their wiſe and prudent Management, they will be able in 
a very little Time, to undeceive a miſtaken and deluded People, 
and thereby regain thoſe Affections, which, for the preſent, they 


apprehend to be loſt to them. And if they ſhou'd fail in this, 1 


am perſuaded, from their great Zeal for the quiet of the King, 


and Welfare of their Country, from their known Diſentereſtedneſs, 
their generous contempt of Advantages to wot e and from 


that ancient Heroic Roman Vertue, which ſo viſi 


ty appears in eve- 


ry part of their Conduct, that they themſelves wou d become Sup 

pliants to his Majeſty for Liberty to retire from the burthen of their 
TFruſt, and to repoſe the fame into ſuch Hands, as might put an 
end to the Diſaffections which are now complained of. And ! 


am the more confirmed in this Opinion, becauſe I my ſelf have 
heard ſome of the greateſt Men now in Power, before they were 


Jo, expreſs themſelves in ſuch 2 manner, as left me no room to 
doubt of the Sincerity of ſuch a Diſpoſition. 


There is yet one part of the Objection which T have not touch'd 


upon, the Danger which is apprehended of an Invaſion from A- 
broad, and the Inſurrection at Home, ſhould a New Parliament 


be called at this time; and this, I think, is the only Thing which 
IT have heard mentioned, which has the colour of an Argument 


for a longer continuance of the preſent Parliament; but I believe, 


when tis a little examined, it will appear to have the Colour on- 


ly, and to be V & preterea nihil. I think J have already made | 


It evident, that there is no ſuch Diſaffection to his Majeſty,” or his 
Royal Family, as is ſuggeſted, and if there be not, then the dan- 
ger of any Invaſion or Inſurrection on that Suppoſition, falls en- 


f tirely to the Ground. But even admitting the Diſaffection to be 
as it is ſuggeſted, tis ſtill agreed, that the whole Nation is not 


Difaffected, but only ſome part thereof; and that therefore the 
meeting together. on the occaſions of Elections (which are not 
made all on the ame Day) wou'd conſiſt of mixt Multitudes of 


well, and of ill affected Perſons, fo that the former might ballance 


dhe latter. 


, _ But 
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But admitting that not only the Diſaffection is, but that the 
calling of a New Parliament at this time, wou'd be, as the fame 
have been Repreſented, yet this will 1 es that there's any Ne- 


ceſſity at this time forthe paſſing the Bill, which is the Subject of 
our preſent Debate. I do moſt readily agree, that if this Parlia- 


ment were to expire in a very ſhort time, and that the publick Meet- 
ing of the People would Ar ſuch a dangerous Conſequence 
has mentioned; That then abſolute 


in the preſent Juncture, as 
Neceſſity which always has been, and ever will be, a Juſtification 
of extraordinary Steps, would equally juſtify the prolongation for 
a Time, of the preſent Parliament, in the Manner now propos d; 


and no doubt but that the next ſucceeding Parliament conven'd 
in the uſual legal Manner, wou'd approve and confirm what ſhou'd | 
be done in this, on ſo preſſing an Occaſion. But ſurely it will 
no wiſe follow, becauſe this might be done in a Caſe of abſolute 


Neceſſity, that therefore it may or ought to be done, when there 


is no Neceſſity at all. And it is evident, that there is no imme- 


diate neceſſity for the paſſing of this Law, ſince, notwithſtanding 
the Length of the firſt, his Majeſty may ſtill have two Seſſions 
more of this very Parliament; ud will it not be time enough to 
paſs ſuch a Law in the laſt Seſſions, if it ſhould then appear as 


neceſſary as it is now pretended to be? And therefore admitting 
very thing which has been alledged, there is not the Colour of 


a Neceſſity for ſuch a Law at preſent ; and this gives me ſtrong 


Suſpicion, that there is a Snake in the Graſs, and that we have 
not yet been acquainted with the true Reaſon of ſo unprecedented 
mn Attempt, Certainly no Gentleman can be afraid of what eve 


ry Gentleman muſt wiſh, that before the end of another Year, our 


ferment will ſubſide, and the Nation be reſtored to a perfect Calm, ; 
which would entirely take away all pretences of doing What is 


now endeayoured: Or, that the unanimous Voice of the EleFors 
of Great Britain, againſt ſuch a Law, would, before anather Seſ- 


ſions, be found too ſtrong to be reſiſted by their Repreſentatives, and 
that Gentlemen, upon a more mature Conſideration, might cometo | 


think very differently of this Matter from what they at preſent may; 


and that therefore this great Maſter- piece muſt be ſtruck off at one 

Fi be the Word: Or may not 
others without Doors be apt to ſuſpect, that this Law 1s really 
Intended to encourage the Pretender to invade, and his ſecret 
Friends to ſhew themſelves in publick; by ſoothing them up in 
the Hopes and Belief of the Greatneſs of their Numbers; and 
by leading them into that Snare, have an Opportunity of diſco- 


Heat, and that now or never mu 


vering and cruſhing them as thoroughly in England, as we have 
lately done in Scotland; and thereby ſecure for ever the Peaceand 


Tranquility of the whole Kingdom? For it is impoſſible to im- 
nagine, that ſuch Encouragement would be given to the Preten- 


der or his Friends, as ſeems to be done by the Preamble of this 


Bill, and the Debate of this Day, if thoſe who were for the Bill 
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( 26.) 
were not entirely ſatisfied, that a new Rebellion, if it ſhould hap- 
pen, would be attended only with the l I have juſt 
now mentioned. How right a Deſign of this kind may be in 

Politicks, I will not pretend to determine, but will venture to af- 
firm, that it is entirely inconſiſtent with the Chriſtian Religion, 
and the Principies of Humanity, common to all Mankind. _ 

But beſides, I think an Experiment of this kind much too dan- 
gerous to be try'd; for, when the Fire is once kindled, no humane 


Wiſdom can tell how much it may conſume. And altho we 


have happily ſuppreſ{s/d the late unnatural Rebellion, yet, I am 


perſuaded, no Wiſe Man can wiſh, to ſerve any End whatever, 
to ſee the Nation expos'd again, to the Riſque of ſuch another 
Attempt, altho' it ſhould be as ill concerted at Home, and as little 
ſupported from Abroad, as the laſt ſeems to have been. Such 


| Motives as theſe, therefore, can ſurely 1 with no Body, and 
yet I am not able to gueſs at thoſe which ſhou'd: And where 
no viſible Reaſon does appear, for ſo violent and needleſs a Precipi- 


thoſe which are not ſeen. 


tation, there muſt, and will be great Variety of Conjectures at 


Another Argument, ſeems to have great Weight with ſome | 
Gentlemen for the paſſing of this Bill; That it will encourage 


we N -y Princes and States to enter into Alliances with us, when 


< they {ce a certain fix d Adminiſtration, on which they may de- 


* pend; for that at preſent they look upon us to be in the Nature 


“only of a Triennial Government, a New Parliament being uſu- 


« ally attended with a new Miniſtry, and a new Miniſtry with 
« new Meaſures. 0 | 


I believe that this is the firſt, and I hope it will be the laſt 


Time that ever an Argument of {ſuch a Nature was advanc'd, or 


would. have been endur'd in any Engliſh or Britiſh Parliament, 


We have hitherto been able to form great Alliances, and to do 


great Things, on the Foot of our ancient Conſtitution, And 
are we now ſunk to a Condition ſo deſpicably low, as to be o- 


bliged to model it to the Genius or Humour of any of our Neigh- 
bours? Can a Briton hear this with Patience? Abſolute Monar- 


chy, and deſpotick Power have no Doubt, in ſome Conjunctures, 


the Advantage of our Form of Government; but ſhall we, for 


the Sake thereof, give up the moſt valuable Conſtitution upon 
Earth? So adapted to the Spirit of our People, and ſo well ſuited, 


in the general Circumſtances of Life, for the Welfare and Happi- 
neſs of a Free Nation, and by which we have hitherto ſhone 
forth with a diſtinguiſhing Luſtre from all other Countries in 


the World. But as to the Argument it felt, why do Gentlemen 
imagine, that Iviennial Parliaments neceſſarily infer a Triennial 


Government ? Surely the executive Power is entirely in the Prince; 
| there the Laws-of the Land have placed it, and there I hope it 
veilh for ever remain; The Power of Peace, War, and Alliances, 


are the undoubted Prerogatives of the Crown, and no Parliament, 


N | | I hope 
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L hope, will ever pretend to diſpute the ſame. The Stability there- 


fore of our Government, as1t relates to Foreign Nations, depends 


entirely on the Prince: And, I believe, our ancient Allies never 


had, nor had Reaſon to have, a greater Reliance on any . e 
Monarch, than on his preſent Majeſty, who ſo worthily fills th 
Thròͤne; and, Ihope,thatReliance will never be transfer'd from him 
to any Miniſtry, ſupported by any Parliament whatever; whichl think 


would be of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to the Royal Dig- 
nity, the Liberties of the People, and to the true Intereſts of all 


| our ſincere Foreign Friends. But I am alſo at a Loſs to find out 
| any neceſſary Connexion between a New Parliament and a New 


Mmiſtry, were there any Weight in that Objection; for, are not 
the publick Employments in the Diſpoſal of the King, and whilſt 


they are executed to his Satisfaction, will be continued in the ſame 


Hands? And when they are not, tis unfit they ſhould. And what- 
erer Changes his Majeſty may at any time happen to make, I am 
perſwaded, they will be always ſuch, as will be moſt for hisown 


| Service, and the Welfare of the Kingdom. And I muſt declare 
the fame Opinion as to Employments, as I have done with Rela- 


tion to Seats in Parliament: That there are great Numbers-in 
Britain, every way as well qualified for them, as the preſent Poſe. 
ſeſſors; and, how great ſoever my Eſteem may be for the preſen: 


| Miniſtry, I can't carry my Compliment ſo far, as tothink, that 
the Nation would be andone, ifthey werelaid aſide. But if by the paſ. 


ſing of this Law, the preſent Miniſtry ſhould be effectually eſtabliſh'd, 
which is more than any Man can pretend to prophecy, what En- 
couragement could this in Reality give to theforming of Foreign 


| Alliances ; when by the ſame Law 'tis fully inſinuate d, and plain- 


ly admitted in the preſent Debate, That the Affectio ns of a very 


great Part of the People are loſt to thisvery Miniſtry; for my own 


part, I think it is doing them the greateſt Wrong, and furniſhing 


Foreign Princes and States with the ſtrongeſt Arg uments againſt 


entring into any Alliance with us. For it is not their being ſup- 
ported by a Majority of this Houſe, that will be any ſubſtantial 
Encouragement, if it is believed, that a Majority of the Nation 
are in very different Sentiments. . 

Five hundred and fifty etght Gentlemen of Britain, abſtractedly 
conſidered, were they all Unanimous, bear but a ſmall Proporti- 
on to the Numbers in the Nation; but when they fit within theſe 


Walls, cloathed with the Authority of the People, and are thought 
to ſpeak their Senſe; tis then indeed, that they will have the full 
weight of the Commons of Great Britain. It is evident, that 


the preſent Miniſtry and Parliament were in being, when the late 
Rebellion broke out, and that notwithſtanding of all other proper 
Meaſures, Six Thouſand Dutch Troops were thought neceſſary 
tow ards the Suppreſling thereof; they had not Aras, been other- 


| BY wile ſent for, nor wou'd any Briton have dar d to have given ſuch 


Advice; what Judgment then muſt that, and other States and 
| 2 Sg. | Princes 


4 —— * ä * My K 
. 


( 28) 
Princes form from hence, of the Situation of our Affairs, eſpec 
ally when by this Law, we prochim aloud, that our Heats and 
Animoſities do ſtill continue, and that there are ſtill v. w_ 
rous Diſpoſitions towards a new Rebellion; and if this be an 

couragement to enter into, and depend upon our Alliances, I know 

not what can bea proper Diſcouragement. OT, 
I am therefore in hopes that this Bill will not paſs. Inſtead of ſuch 
extraordinary and unnatural Projects as theſe, there are others that de. 
ſerve our Attention. I think it would be a Deſign worthy of 2 
_ Britiſh Parliament, to concert and execute the moſt proper Mea. 
ſures, for the healing up of our Breaches, and uniting our Mind 
for the common Intereſt and Safety of the Nation. The firſt 
Step abſolutely neceſſary towards this great Work, ſeems to me 
to be, the forgetting all paſt Party-Quarrels, and extin worn, #4: 
the future, thoſe odious Names of Diſtinction, which have been 
ſo long, and fo unhappily kept up. And I will venture to fay, 


that this Expedient towards Unanimity, is much more Chriſtian, | 


leis Dangerous, and, tho' Difficult, yet much more Pradticable, 
than the Extirpation, or total Suppreſſion of either of the contend- 
ing Parties, which the unthinking Furioſo's of both ſeem to be 
. Foo fond of. 7 e 
Il qwou'd not have Gentlemen diſcourag d, in endeavouring what 
I recommend, from any Difficuities, which they may conceive 
therein; for ſurely there was a Time, and not fone fince, when 
this blefled Work con'd not have Miſcarried ; I hope it is ſtil] Pre 
_ Rticable, or elſe the Nation will be ſoon undone ; for, we are fire 


that a Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf, will be brought to Deſols 


tion. But as to the poſſibility of the Thing, let me put Gentle. 
men in mind of the great Heats and Animotities, which were rat 
led and continued by the unexampled Violences and Cruelties of 1 
ong and bloody Civil War; yet theſe were all appeas'd in the ve. 
ry beginning of the Reign of King Charles the Second, after his 

. Reſtoration; the Hiſtory of that time being ſufficiently known, | 
need not repeat the Meaſures which were then taken; certain it is 
ae Nation enjoy d a Calm for many Years, our Trade flouriſh, 
our Wealth encreas'd, and we were both in the Literal and Ale- 
gorical Senſe, a Land flowing with Milk and Honey; and this! 
nope will be again our Cate. I wou'd alſo recommend the pay 
nent of our publick Debts, or at leaſt of putting them in a wa} 
of being diſcharg'd in ſome reaſonable time; for till this is done, 
Ve are in my Opinion, in a State of thegreateſt Inſecurity ; for what 
Foreign Prince or State, will either court the Friendſhip, or dread 
the Enmity of a Bankrupt People? For tho? particular Perfonsare 
really Rich, the Nation, v/ hilſt loaded with a Debt of Fifty Millions, 
1 undoubtedly very Pœor; and is it not a melancholy Confidert- 
c10n, that when the Individuals are very Wealthy, that yet the 
Nation thou'd be very weak 3 this is indeed a Paradox; but greate! 
$3}, that lien can be o Intatuated, as to ſleep ſecure under! 
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( 29 ) 5 
Government, which can ſcarce be ſaid to be in a condition of giv- 
ing them Protection, and that too, when it 1s in their own power 
to Redreſs the Evil. 5 5 
Before I ſit down, I muſt obſerve, that this Bill is brought in 
by no Order of this Houſe, nor has aroſe on any Motion in it, _ 
but is a Preſent ſent us by the Houſe of Peers. I do not fay, 
that their Lordſhips have not a Right to ſend us this, orany other 
Bill they pleaſe, a Money-Bill excepted ; but ſince it chiefly, if 
not wholly relates to our own, and the Rights and Privileges ot 
thoſe we Repreſent, it wou'd more naturally, in my Opinion, 
have had its Commencement here; and this Conſideration in- 
clines me to believe, that it had not been eafie to have found one 
among us, who wou'd have been willing to have made himſelt 
| Remarkable, by being the firſt Mover of ſo extraordinary a Law, 
ſo likely to diſguſt a vaſt Majority of the People. But there are 
{ other Reaſons aſſign d, and pretty freely talk d of without Doors, 
| for beginning this Bill in the Houſe of Lords; that thereby time 
wou'd be got, and proper Arguments applied, to convince Gen- 
| tiemen of the neceſſity of this Law, who, when it was firſt 
poke of, ſeem'd to be very much prejudic'd againſt it; and tis 
| faid, that there has been great pains taken for that Purpoſe, and 
not without Succeſs. But tis ſaid, that the main Reaſon againſt 
beginning it here, was to take off that Byaſs, which wasappre- 
hended might be upon the Minds of Gentlemen, from the doubt- 
fulneſs of it's Fate in another Place; for tho' the Lords have, we 
have not an Inheritance in our Scats, but depend for a Continu- 
ance of them in future Parliaments, on the good Opinions of the 
Electors of Great Britain; and to defirive them of the Right of 
frequent Elections, which they are wow ęntituled £0 by Law, can- 
not be ſuppos d a proper Recommendation to their Favour; and it 
was therefore convenient to remove this Stumbling-Block out of 
the way, that the Advocates for the Bill might Argue and Vote 
with greater Aſſurance, But J hope the Reſolutions of this Day 
will fully make appear, how falſe and groundleſs theſe and ſuch 
ike Suggeſtions are, and that we cannot be deterred from a faith- 
ful diſcharge of the Truſt repos'd in us, or influenced againſt jt, 
y any Motives or Conſiderations whatſoever; and that thoſ 
Gentlemen particularly, who have fat loag in Parliament, and on 
all Occafiens, have ſo worthily diſtinguiſh'd themſelves by being 
the greateſt Advocates for the Rights and Liberties of the Peopie, 
will at this time ſhew the World, that they continue fix'd and 
ſteady to the Principles they have always profeſs d. 7 therefore 
hope, that a Law which even the worſt Miniſtry, in the worſt of 
Parl:;aments, never had the wickedneſs to Attemft will not actually 
be eſtabliſſyd uniler the BEST A.liminiſi 8 
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